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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
August 4 

Meeting, Potluck & Plaited Square-on-Square 
Basket Mini-Workshop 

September 1 
Informal Meeting (BYO Lunch) 

October 6 
Field Trip & Meeting at  

Fiber Arts Fiesta in Vista 

Presidents’ Message 
 
by Michal Costello and Polly Giacchina  
Our year is half over as we enter the summer 
season.  The Weekend in the Garden is behind 
us and it was another success!   
 We are looking for someone to step 
forward to chair the next event (2021), so 
please consider volunteering for this.  We also 
need someone to be the next Weekend 
teacher liaison [see Pg. 5 for more info].  You 
would definitely have our support and 
assistance throughout the process.   
 Please join us for our remaining 2019 
monthly meetings.  There are mini-workshops 
in August and November, the Fiber Arts Fiesta 
in October and the December Gift Exchange.   
 We are always looking for new ideas and 
things to learn.  Please let us know if you 
have any suggestions.   
 Keep weaving! 
 
 

Example of the 2019 Weekend in the Garden classes:  
Students working on their lovely pieces in Toni Best’s 
Sunday pine needle on gourd class.     
–- Photo by Peggy Blessing  

 

Basket Making Plants 
By Carol Lang and Alison Hiers   
[Reprinted from the July, August, September 2019 edition of 
Quail Tracks.  To see great photos, download the SDBG 
newsletter at: https://www.sdbgarden.org/newsletter.htm] 

 
Basketry is one of mankind’s oldest crafts and 
is practiced in almost every corner of the 
world. Plants are the cornerstone of basketry. 
Their natural fibers, twigs, stems, leaves, 
roots, vines, bark, needles, shoots and stalks 
are woven into both ornamental and 
utilitarian baskets and containers used by 
ancient and modern day peoples alike.   

The oldest baskets found to date, 
discovered in Egypt, have been carbon dated 
at 10,000 to 12,000 years old. In the United 
States, remnants of Native American basketry 

Cont’d on Pg. 2 

https://www.sdbgarden.org/newsletter.htm
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Example of “Never-Ending Finish” technique –- Photo by 
Peggy Blessing 

November 3 
Never-Ending Finish Mini-Workshop 

We’re letting you know about this mini-
workshop ahead of time, because there may 
be some homework involved if you want to 
participate.   

Carol Lang will teach a “Never-Ending 
Finish” technique for coiled baskets and 
gourds. Students will need to bring a small 
completed basket or a gourd with holes 
already drilled at the top of the gourd, along 
with their pine needles, threads, needles, 
and scissors.  Date palm inflorescences would 
work for gourds too.   

 

discovered in caves in the Southwest are 
more than 8,000 years old.   

Basketry and weaving began as a useful 
craft, providing all kinds of practical items 
such as food storage and water vessels, as 
well as netting, rope, infant cradles, bee 
skeps, fishing creels and boats. Once worn 
out, they became useful kindling. Baskets 
were not only used for common, daily needs 
by ancient peoples, they also served as 
pieces of art and religious ornamentation, 
adorning tombs (and bodies) of kings and 
venerated by the ancient Mesopotamians.    

In religious texts, such as the Old 
Testament, basketry is mentioned in the 
book of Genesis, where Joseph interprets the 
dream that a baker has of three baskets on 
his head; as well as the book of Exodus 
where the baby Moses is hidden in an ark 
made of bulrushes and lined with pitch.   

Basketry techniques and materials 
continue to be used for housing, mats, 
clothing and hats by cultures, even today.  
Humankind has never been able to develop a 
machine that can make a basket. So all 
contemporary baskets are made by hand.  

Even the inexpensive ones you can pick up at 
the grocery store!   

Gardens in Southern California, such as 
San Diego Botanic Garden, can grow all of 
the materials needed to make a variety of 
basketry styles with a wonderful array of 
colors, textures and embellishments. These 
plant parts can then be twined, coiled, 
stitched, plaited and woven into baskets and 
other works of art found from the 
Smithsonian Institution to local art galleries 
and street fairs.   

San Diego Botanic Garden has a collection 
of well over 90 species of plants that were, 
and are, used for basketry, gourd and fiber 
art. Following is a partial list of plants used 
for these art forms, compiled by the Misti 
Washington Gourd and Basket Guild. For a 
full listing of plants found at the Garden, as 
well as their location in the Garden, please 
visit our website at 
http://sdbgarden.org/basket-plants.htm. 
 
Please remember, that no harvesting of 
materials – for basket weaving or otherwise 
– is allowed at the Garden. 

Basket Making Plants -- Cont’d from Pg. 1 

Cont’d on Pg. 6 

http://sdbgarden.org/basket-plants.htm
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2019 Calendar 

August 4 
Meeting, potluck & square-on-square 
basket mini-workshop  
 
September 1 
Informal meeting – BYO sack lunch 
 
October 6 
Meeting & field trip to Fiber Arts Fiesta 
at the Antique Gas & Steam Engine 
Museum [2040 N Santa Fe Avenue, Vista, CA 

92083] 
Bring California Gourd Society 
Southern CA Competition entries 
 
October 19 & 20 
Demo at the SD Botanic Garden Fall 
Plant Sale 
 
November 3 
Meeting, potluck & mini-workshop 
 
December 1 
Meeting, potluck and gift exchange 
 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings take place 
from Noon to 3:00pm the first Sunday of the 
month at San Diego Botanic Garden (230 Quail 
Gardens Drive, Encinitas, CA) 
 

 August 4 
Meeting and Square-on-Square 

Basket Mini-Workshop 
Following the regular meeting and potluck, Willie 
Ziegler will lead a mini-workshop showing students 
how to create a small square-on-square basket.  
Using colored paper strips, this project will 
incorporate plaiting and twill techniques.  
Materials will be provided, but bring scissors and 
your favorite basketry tools (we can share if you do 
not have any).  

The photo on right is an example of the basket 
students will learn to create.  There is a small fee 
for the mini-workshop. 
 

September 1 
Informal Meeting 

Because of the Labor Day holiday, this meeting will 
be informal.  There's no potluck, so bring a sack 
lunch and one of your UnFinished Objects (UFO’s) 
and enjoy the camaraderie and get inspired while 
you work.  To those who need help finishing a 
project, there is sure to be someone on hand to 
help you.    

Perhaps you’d like to consider exchanging your 
UFO with a fellow Guild member and finish their 
project and they finish yours!   This could be a 
really fun challenge project, and it would be great 
to share the results if you decide to do the 
exchange.    

   

Example of Willie Ziegler’s August 
mini-workshop –- Photo Peggy Blessing 
 

 

October 6 
Meeting & Field Trip to Fiber Arts Fiesta in Vista 

[2040 N Santa Fe Avenue, Vista, CA 92083] 

There will be a short Guild meeting at Noon in the Antique 
Gas & Steam Engine Museum board room during the Fiber 
Arts Fiesta.  Admission and parking is free.  Fiber artists, 
guilds, and vendors will be showcasing their work, 
demonstrating their skills, and selling their creations, 
wearable art, and supplies.  Concurrent with the Fiesta, is  
a gem and mineral show and the West Coast Clock and Watch Museum will be open.   

Guild members are encouraged to come before and/or stay after the meeting to experience 
all the fun activities and to tour the Weavers' Barn and the new Spinners’ Cottage.  Fiesta 
hours are 10am to 4pm.  No potluck, but food is available for purchase at AGSEM 
(http://vistafiberartsfiesta.yolasite.com).   

BRING ENTRIES for CGS Southern California Competition!  Debbie Zimmerman has 
graciously offered to deliver your pieces and return them at the next Guild meeting.  [See Pg. 4]   
 

http://vistafiberartsfiesta.yolasite.com/
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2019 San Diego County Fair Report 
 
Thanks to those who volunteered to demo at the Guild booth at the San Diego County Fair:  
Michal Costello, Natalie Kuhlman, Carol Lang, Vicki Patnode, Beth Primo, Grace Swanson 
and Willie Ziegler.  Your time and effort in sharing your enthusiasm for gourds and baskets 
with the public is very much appreciated!   

Congratulations to those who placed in the Home and Hobby competition:  Peggy 
Blessing (Honorable Mention), Dianna Burke (1st & 3rd Place), Michal Costello (1st Place & 
two 2nd Places), Natalie Kuhlman (two Honorable Mentions), Grace Swanson (1st Place, two 
2nd Places, two 3rd Places).   

We are proud that Guild member Sue Kamin’s pine needle plate "Swirl” won the MWGBG 
Best Basket Award and 1st Place in the professional basket category.  California Gourd 
Society member Teresa Zanaboni won the MWGBG Best Gourd Award and the Best of Division 
award in the Woodburned or Carved Gourd category.   

Congrats to Michal Costello and Carol Lang who also won awards in the County Fair 
juried Fine Arts Exhibition.   

 

 
Opportunities 

 
California Gourd Society 
Southern Competition 

 
The California Gourd Society’s Southern Gourd Art Competition will take place 10/19-20/19.  
This event is hosted by the Orange County Gourd Society in collaboration with Orange 
County Carvers Guild.  The competition is open to CGS members and non-members.   

A new category, "Dolls/Spirit Dolls/Figures" has been added, and there will a division in 
the special category of Class Gourds into A) Simple Class Gourds and B) Complex Class 
Gourds.     

Bring your entries to the October 7 meeting at the Fiber Arts Fiesta in Vista, and they will 
be returned to you at the November 3 meeting.   If you plan to do this, please email Debra 
Zimmerman.  Pack your gourd entries well and put your name on outside of box and place 
entry form and payment inside.   

For category descriptions, competition rules and registration instructions, visit the CGS 
website competition page:  http://californiagourdsociety.com/Competitions.html.   

They are looking for volunteers to judge and clerk the show, so please contact Debra 
Zimmerman (dzgourd@gmail.com or 562 822-6940) if you can volunteer for this. 
 
See “Road Trips” for information on the California Gourd Society’s Northern Gourd Art 
Competition at the Calabash Gourd Festival, 10/12-13/19 [Pg. 7].    
 

 

http://californiagourdsociety.com/Competitions.html
mailto:dzgourd@gmail.com
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Members Peggy Wiedemann, Polly 
Giacchina, and Don Weeke, along with 
Johanna Hansen, will be in "Words 
Imagined,” at The Rose Gallery, San Diego, 
CA 10/28-12/16/19 (opening is Thursday, 
11/7). 
 
Peggy Wiedemann is in the following shows:  
“Small Expressions 2019," Southeast Fiber 
Arts Alliance, Chamblee, GA, 7/12-9/12/19, 
a show that will travel September 2019 to 
July 2020.  She also has work at the “Rooted, 
Revived, Reinvented: Basketry In America,” a 
show travelling through 2020; current venue:  
Fuller Craft Museum, Brockton, MA, 5/18-
8/18/20.   

Member Happenings 
 

Grace Swanson’s display at Art-A-Fair -- photo by Grace 

 

Weekend in the Garden 
Teacher Chair Needed 

 
Dear Members, 
Our next Weekend in the Garden is in 2021, but we need to start preparing for it this fall. 
We are in need of a Teacher Chair for our weekend event.  This position is the liaison with 
the teachers:  soliciting proposals, presenting the proposals to the board and 
communicating with the teachers.  Communication will be done via email, making the job 
much simpler than it has been in the past.  We have documents from previous events for 
the various communications; these only need updating (i.e. date changes) for the 
upcoming event.  

This position will have the support of past chairs and the Board.  We will be available 
to assist and guide the Teacher Chair.  Please be part of making our weekend event a 
memorable experience for everyone.  This event exists only with the help of volunteers. 
 
Thank you, 
Michal and Polly 
 

 
 

Grace Swanson has a booth in Art-A-Fair in 
Laguna Beach, which runs through 9/1/19. 
There’s an admission charge, but Grace may 
still have a few season passes which she 
would be happy to mail to you. Contact her 
at swanson121@cox.net and send your 
address and how many passes you would like 
to receive.  Art-A-Fair is a few buildings west 
of the Sawdust Festival and across the street 
from the Pageant of the Masters and the 
Festival of Arts. 

 

mailto:swanson121@cox.net
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Rushes (Juncus spp.) and Cattails (Typha spp.) have a wide distribution throughout the world. 
They are found in the Northern Hemisphere in various wetland areas. In South America, native 
peoples use these plants to construct rafts and boats. The Japanese use rushes to weave tatami 
mats. In California, many of the descendants of native peoples still use rushes for basket 
making, as they have for generations. This includes such local tribes as the Chumash, Cahuilla 
and Kumeyaay. Rushes come in various colors in Southern California, running from deep red to 
tan. Their fibers can also be dyed black. In the Garden, rushes grow in and around the pond in 
our Native Plant/Native People garden. 
 
Bamboo (Poaceae subfamily Bambusoideae) are extremely important grasses native to Southern 
and Southeast Asia, and fuels the East Asian economy. Various species are used not only for 
basket making, but also for building materials, as a food source, eating and cooking utensils, 
fishing poles, weapons, furniture, musical instruments, fabric and even fuel. Master basket 
makers from Japan, start as apprentices who must learn to clean and strip the material into 
finer and finer splints in order to begin the weaving process. Bamboo, in fact, has a higher 
specific compressive strength than wood, brick or concrete. San Diego Botanic Garden has the 
largest collection of bamboo in a public garden in the United States. Look for this beautiful, 
tranquil garden at the northwestern end of our Garden. 
 
Banana (Musa spp.), Iris (Iris spp.), Daylilies (Hemericallis spp.) were not typically used as 
weaving materials by most ancient peoples as they were not strong enough for tough, daily use 
as a basket. However, many modern basket weavers have found that these plants can be made 
into cordage, and be used in braiding, coiling and twining when strength is less important. 
Bananas are native to Southeast Asia and Australia, but cultivated in tropical regions all over the 
world. When banana skins are stripped and dried they provide a rich, black color for baskets. In 
the Garden, ‘Banana Boulevard’ is located near the entrance of our Subtropical Fruit Garden and 
includes many bananas. Iris and Daylilies can be found in the Garden, right across the service 
road in the adjacent Herb Garden. 
 
Yucca (Yucca spp.) occur naturally throughout much of the Americas and in an amazing variety 
of climates - from mountains to grasslands, and coastal areas to deserts. Various yuccas provided 
food, soap and tinder for Native Americans who also used the fibers to make sandals, cords and 
rope, as well as belts, mats, cloth and baskets. Look for these majestic plants, found throughout 
San Diego County, in our New World Desert Garden and California Gardenscapes areas. 
 
– Carol Lang is the former charter president of the Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild and a former public 
school teacher. Her basketry work has been displayed at galleries throughout San Diego and she teaches various 
basketry techniques. The Guild meets monthly at the Garden. More info on the Guild can be found at: 
www.Baskets-Gourds.com.  
– Alison Hiers has been a basket weaver for six years, is a member of Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild, and 
has been a docent at San Diego Botanic Garden for 10 years. 

 

 

WELCOME New Members!  
Sandra Krause, Nettie Roberts 

Basket Making Plants -- Cont’d from Pg. 2 

http://www.baskets-gourds.com/
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ROAD TRIPS! 
 

Classes are now posted for the Nevada Gourd 
Society’s 2019 Silver State Art Festival, 9/13-
15/19, Carson City, NV.  This is a great opportunity 
for learning a new skill with gourds or weaving,  

while shopping for art, sightseeing, and making new friends.  Carson City is just 45 
minutes from beautiful Lake Tahoe to the west, historic Virginia City to the east and 
Reno to the north.  For more info, visit the website: www.nevadagourdsociety.org; or 
email NevadaGourdSociety@gmail.com if you have questions.    
 
The Calabash Gourdfest 2019 is being held on 10/12-13/19 at the Uesugi Pumpkin Farm 
in San Martin, CA.  The festival is sponsored by the Calabash Club of Silicon Valley and 
will include the CGS Bay Area Gourd Competition and Gourd Art Classes on 10/10-11/19.  
Details about the event and entering the CGS competition can be found at their website: 
www.gourdfest.com.   If you’re interested in teaching or vending, email 
a76betty@yahoo.com.    
 
Check out Weaving on the Edge, 2/9-16/20, a bi-annual basket weaving cruise sailing 
the Caribbean.  Depart Fort Lauderdale aboard Celebrity EDGE cruise ship, and enjoy 
beautiful tropical ports in Puerto Rico, Tortola and St. Maarten and wonderful basket 
weaving classes during sea days.  For information about the cruise and mini-classes go to 
their website:  http://basketweavingcruise.com/.  
 
Registration is open for the 2020 Los Angeles Basketry Guild Retreat 3/20-22/20, at 
Arrowhead Ranch in Lake Arrowhead, CA, nestled in the historic and scenic National 
Forest of the San Bernardino Mountains (www.arrowheadranchnow.com).  Cost includes 
5 meals and 2 nights lodging and family and friends may join in the camaraderie at a 
lower rate without taking a class.  For catalog of the wonderful classes and registration 
info, contact Jennifer Tang-Limon (661-424-1283; jentangmail@aol.com).    
 
Save the date for the Handweavers Guild of America’s 25th Convergence on 7/24-
30/20 in Knoxville, TN.  Conference and registration information is available at 
WeaveSpinDye.Org/Convergence. 
 
 

 
Guild Job Openings 

We still need to replace Nanette Wood’s position as the Meeting Workshops/Activities 
Chair.  With the assistance of the Board, the Chair will track and follow up on meeting 
activity plans, ideally several months out.  The 2019 schedule is pretty much set already 
and would require follow-up on details.    
 We also need to replace Judi Shaw who served as the Demo Opportunities Chair.  
Grace Swanson was gracious enough to step up and coordinate the SD County Fair demos 
this year, but we would like someone to help coordinate the volunteers for the three or 
four demos that occur throughout the year, typically, at SD Botanic Garden.  New demo 
opportunity ideas would also be welcome. 
 

http://www.nevadagourdsociety.org/
mailto:NevadaGourdSociety@gmail.com
http://www.gourdfest.com/
mailto:a76betty@yahoo.com
http://basketweavingcruise.com/
http://www.arrowheadranchnow.com/
mailto:jentangmail@aol.com
https://weavespindye.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=weavespindye&emailId=bc743a391766be7e28122333d3059643bm4707152bc7&&linkId=12235&targetUrl=https://weavespindye.org/convergence
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2019 Weekend in 
the Garden 
Memories 

 



 

Page 9   Third Quarter 2019                    MMWWGGBBGG  NNeewwsslleetttteerr   

  www.baskets-gourds.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild 
Board Meeting Minutes 

June 2, 2019 
Polly Giacchina, Co-President called the meeting to order at 10:45AM 
1) Treasurer’s Report:  Willie Ziegler submitted reports for May, June and the Weekend in the 

Garden.  May:  Income $624.00; Expenses $101.09; Total Assets $12,979.09.  June:  Income:  
$1,489.10; Expenses:  $1,034.75; Total Assets:  $13,503.44.  Weekend in the Garden:  Income: 
$2,071.60; Expenses:  $716.34;  Net:  $1,355.26 
There are some unresolved financial issues with the Garden.  Polly will call Kim to reconcile them.  

It is expected that there will be a payment from the Garden of $8 for non-member and $3 for 

member students. 

2) Weekend 2019 Re-Cap:   

a) Discussed the possible use of Grub Hub for lunches in the future. Some participants reported 

that the rolls this year were stale. 

b) Vendors (Debbie Zimmerman):  Vendors didn’t know if checks to the Garden were received. It 

was recommended that checks come to the Guild for future events.  It was suggested that 

people who scheduled vendors help them pack at the end of each event day.   

c) Reception:  The reception was successful. Scattered tables and chairs in the Ecke Building 

worked out well.  Suggestions for the future:  Extend the time until 5:30PM.  Guild should let 

teachers know they may also sell items out of their classes.  They are required to have a CA 

resale license to do so; however, the Guild will not monitor licensure.   

d) Volunteers:  More volunteers are needed for Weekend activities in the future. A Volunteer 

Coordinator should be designated.   

e) Facilities:  Generally satisfactory.  The Garden did not provide drinking water as they had in 

prior years.  Coffee service was good.  Instructors need to identify supply needs for their 

classes in advance of the weekend, e.g. steamers, soaking buckets, etc. 

f) Problems:  Debbie Zimmerman expressed concern on the number of classes that were 

cancelled.  Discussion followed about some of the reasons for this, including several 

instructors teaching similar classes year after year.  More and better communication is needed 

regarding this.  Proposals to teach need to be reviewed in greater depth before teachers are 

invited to participate. 

g) Opportunity Drawing:  Less money was made this year; however, fewer people participated 

(29 items were available).  Distribution of prizes to winners during class worked well.  Taller 

containers are needed for bid tickets. 

h) Marketing:  Stop the use of post cards next year.  E-mails will be used instead. 

3) Newsletter:  July 15 is the deadline for newsletter submissions.  Among other items, the July 

Newsletter will include meeting information and an article on the Garden basketry plant I.D. 

project. 

4) Demos:  San Diego County Fair demonstration dates are June 12-16.  [Details, including volunteers 

and access to the fairgrounds, were discussed at the General Meeting that followed the Board 

Meeting.] 

Meeting adjourned: 11:55AM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara G. Jones, Secretary 
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 Misti Washington Gourd and Basketry Guild 
Board Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2019 
Polly Giacchina, Co-President called the meeting to order at 10:46AM. 
1) Treasurer’s Report (Willie Ziegler):  July Income:  $94.80; Expenses:  $20.61; Total Assets:  

$1,3838.70 

2) Weekend 2019:  134 classes were sold for Weekend in the Garden. San Diego Botanical Garden 

owes MWGBG $818. 

a. Class Evaluations: There was one suggestion that classes be longer than 6 hours, but it was 

concluded that classes should continue to be 6 hours. Teachers will be reminded to adhere to 

designated start, stop and lunch periods. 

b. Future Newsletter:  Peggy Blessing would like to receive positive quotes from instructor 

evaluations to include in future newsletters. She will also include a “call for teachers” in 

future newsletters. 

3) Future Guild Activities:   

a. Meetings:  August 4 – Willie Ziegler will teach “square-on-square” plaiting.  September 1 – 

There will be an informal meeting on this Holiday weekend. Participants will bring their own 

lunches and work on their own projects.  October 6 – Meeting will be at the Vista Fiber Arts 

Fiesta.  November 3 – Carol Lang will teach the “Never Ending Edge” technique.  

b. Demos:  October 19-20 – San Diego Botanical Garden Plant Demo and Sales Booth. Demo 

volunteers are needed.   

c. Suggestion for a special event: Carol Lang described cabochons she saw at the Rock and 

Mineral exhibit at the San Diego County Fair.  She has information about a possible field trip to 

the Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Museum to see how they’re made.   

4) Library:  Carol Lang announced new acquisitions. 

5) San Diego County Fair:   

a. Carol Lang announced that the Fair has asked that future demo sessions include “Make and 

Take” projects for people over age 15. 

b. Peggy Blessing will announce the names of Fair award winners in the newsletter.  

c. There was discussion about wood boring beetles that infested the gourd exhibit at the Fair.  In 

the future, exhibitors will need to ensure that their gourd entries have been properly treated. 

6) Membership:  no report 

7) NBO:  no report 

8) Marketing:  no report 

9) Newsletter:  Peggy Blessing will include the fact we still need a Coordinator for mini-workshops.  

Next newsletter deadline is 7/15 and will be sent on or around 7/25.  

10) Hospitality:  A “Thinking of You” card was sent to Judi Shaw.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:35AM. 
Respectfully submitted<  
Barbara G. Jones, Secretary  

[10 members attended the Board Meeting; 17 members attended the General Meeting] 
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Misti Washington Gourd 

and Basket Guild 

www.baskets-gourds.com  

info@baskets-gourds.com  

760-431-1645 

 
Board Members: 

Michal Costello and  

Polly Giacchina, Co-Presidents 

president@baskets-gourds.com  

Judy Robelotto, Past President  

Peggy Wiedemann, Vice President 

Barb Jones, Secretary 

Willie Ziegler, Treasurer 

wznvrhpn@aol.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Peggy Blessing, Editor 

editor@baskets-gourds.com  

 
Committee Chairs: 

Demo Opportunities: Vacant 

Finance Committee: Willie Ziegler 

History:  Carol Lang 

Hospitality: Alison Hiers 

Library: Carol Lang librarian@baskets-

gourds.com Co-Librarian: Vacant 

Marketing/Public Relations:  

Susan Roberts 

Meeting Workshops/Activities:  

Vacant  

Membership: Judy Robelotto 

oldsnowboarder@verizon.net 

Meeting Opportunity Drawings:  

Vacant 

Special Classes: Willie Ziegler 

Volunteers:  Vacant  
Weekend in the Garden: Polly Giacchina 

Mission  

The Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild was formed to preserve, promote and perpetuate the appreciation of 
gourd and basket art by providing a supportive, sharing and educational environment. 

Your Newsletter. . . 
This is a quarterly publication for MWGBG members.  
Past issues are available on the Members Only page 
of the website.  Submission deadlines are:   

October 15, 2019 ~~ January 15, 2020 
 
Please share information about gourd and basketry 
exhibits or events.  Submit a feature article or 
profile of a fellow member, send in a question or a 
helpful tip you discovered.  Submit your classes using 
form supplied by Editor or posted on Members Only 
page.  Your suggestions are welcome! 

 

Many thanks to those who 
Contributed to this issue! 

Lynnette Bordeaux, Michal Costello, Polly 
Giacchina, Alison Hiers, Barb Jones, Carol Lang, 
Susan Roberts, Nadine Spier, Grace Swanson, 
Peggy Wiedemann, Willie Ziegler, Debra 
Zimmerman  
 

Find us on Facebook! 

Misti Washington Gourd & Basket Guild 

https://www.facebook.com/MistiWashingtonGourdBasketGuild 

Mobile App QR Code 

to MWGBG Website 

 
 

NBO Connections 
MWGBG holds a guild membership in the National 
Basketry Organization.  Willie Ziegler and Kathi 
Klopfenstein are our Guild’s representatives in NBO.   

We encourage our Guild members to subscribe to 
Over/Under, NBO’s free electronic newsletter.  We 
recommend you consider joining this network of 
basket makers ( www.nationalbasketry.org).  

“The Basket Guild Bulletin Board” is a Facebook 
group sponsored by the National Basketry Organization 
to help facilitate information sharing between 
basketry guilds, related non-profit groups and 
individual guild members across North America.   
 
 
 

http://www.baskets-gourds.com/
mailto:info@baskets-gourds.com
mailto:president@baskets-gourds.com
mailto:wznvrhpn@aol.com
mailto:editor@baskets-gourds.com
mailto:caldesigns@roadrunner.com
mailto:caldesigns@roadrunner.com
mailto:oldsnowboarder@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/MistiWashingtonGourdBasketGuild
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/
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Membership Form 
 
First Name ____________________________________        
 
Last Name ____________________________________ 
 
Street ______________________________________   City_______________________    
 
State ________   Zip __________   Phone:    Day (_____)_________________    
 
Eve. ( _____)________________       FAX (_____)______________   
 
E-mail Address:  ______________________________ 
 
___ I don’t have access to e-mail and therefore need to have the newsletter mailed 
to me via U.S. Postal Service. 
___ Do not share my contact information with other MWGBG members (info would 
NOT be used commercially). 
 

 $25 per person  $30/household  $40 Commercial (includes advertisement  

         in newsletters) 

 I’d like to add a donation in the amount of $_________ to my membership check   

Membership valid January 1 through December 31. 

(Membership fees are subject to change.) 

Interests:   Baskets      Gourds     Both    

 Other ___________________________________________  

 
How did you hear about us?  _________________________________ 
 

Events of interest:    Book reviews/reports   Critique groups   Demonstrations  

 Exhibits   Field Trips   Lectures    Art work exchange at meetings   

 Workshops/classes  Pot Lucks  Raffle    Retreats    Slide Presentations    

 Videos    Volunteering     Other 

 
Send Check to:             MWGBG 

1120 Pepper Drive #159 
El Cajon   CA   92021 

 


